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This study seeks to examine the impact of the absence of the Palestinian
political integration on the Palestinian Cause in the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip in the period between the second Palestinian legislative
elections and April, 2009. It further aims at identifying the influence of
the international surroundings on the Palestinian political divisions. The
study investigates the political factors attributable to internal factors such
as ideology, political agenda of Hamas and Fatah, the absence of
institutional reference and lack of leadership, let alone external factors
such as the Israeli occupation and relationships with the United States and
iran .

The study tackles the positions of the European Union, Russia, the United
Nations and the Arab League. The study addresses the impacts of the
Palestinian internal division on political issues such as authority and
legitimacy, on military ones such as the siege and the war on the Strip
and security implications such as security chaos, in addition to economic
and social effects.

The study attempts to discuss some of the initiatives (e.g. Arab or
Palestinian) to end the Palestinian division, and touches on the history of
the dialogue between Fatah and Hamas

The study found the following: First, the absence of the Palestinian
integration negatively affected the Palestinian Cause. Second,
international surroundings and Arab position were found relevant in
fueling this division. Third, the Israeli occupation is the major reason
behind this division. Fourth, the Palestinian dialogue will come to a
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deadlock and the division will continue to exist.

The study came up with the conclusion that to bring an end to this

political division, there should be a compromise formula between the

Palestinian factions. Alternatively, one of the factions will have to impose
its agenda through the ballot box or through armed force.
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